
O
ur bond of union is religious sym

pathy, not the declaration of a creed 

bound faith. In the love of truth and the spirit of C
hrist, w

e unite for the 

w
orship of G

od and the service of our fellow
s.   
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M
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O
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U
N

ITAR
IAN

 C
H

U
R

C
H

  
Prince’s Street, C

ork. 
R

egistered C
harity N

um
ber 0000246 

Service: Sundays at 11a.m
.                 

 

M
inister:-Rev.M

ike O
’Sullivan     Telephone:023-8842800

 

e-m
ail:-  osullm

ike@
gm

ail.com
     M

obile 087-9539998 



O
ur bond of union is 

O
scailt since January 2005 has becom

e the m
onthly 

m
agazine for Irish U

nitarians. O
riginally it w

as the 
calendar for Dublin but due to popular dem

and by non 
m

em
bers this new

 form
at w

as born and continues to 
grow

 and flourish. 

O
scailt is Published by the  

D
ublin U

nitarian C
hurch 

112 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin D02  YP23. 

M
inister: Rev.Bridget Spain 

e-m
ail: revbspain@

gm
ail.com

 

Rev.Bill Darlison M
inister Em

eritus.  

 hello@
dublinunitarianchurch.org  

w
w

w
.dublinunitarianchurch.org  

w
w

w
.unitarianchurchcork.com

 

w
w

w
.oscailtm

agazine.com
 

 Cork U
nitarian C

hurch 

Princes Street, Cork. 

M
inister: Rev.M

ike O
’Sullivan

 

Editor: Paul Spain 

T
o S

ubscribe 

Annual subscription  12 m
onthly issues. 

€35 Posted for Ireland  

£35 Posted for England &
 Scotland 

Cheques and PO
 should be m

ade payable to: 
Dublin Unitarian Church. 

D
eadline 

The deadline for articles to be included is the 
21

st day of the m
onth.  

Unsolicited articles, new
s item

s, lett
ers, po-

em
s, etc are alw

ays w
elcom

e, how
ever there 

can 
be 

no 
guarantee 

of 
publication. 

Copy 
should be sent by e-m

ail or at least typed, 
photographs should be 300dpi. 

e-m
ail: oscailtm

agazine@
gm

ail.com
 

O
ur m

agazine title, O
scailt, is inspired by 

the account of the H
ealing of the D

eaf and 
M

ute M
an in St. M

ark’s G
ospel, Chapter 7.  

Jesus com
m

ands the m
ans ears to open up 

w
ith Aram

ic w
ord “Ephphatha” - open ! 

The Irish w
ord oscailt, (from

 the verb os-
cail, to open), m

eans an opening, or, m
et-

aphorically, it could m
ean a revelation or a 

beginning.  

C
o

n
te

n
ts

 

 Kylem
ore Abbey address 
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Rev M
ike O

’Sullivan  

Kylem
ore Abbey visit 
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G
avin Byrne 

Rota and notices 
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D
ublin U

nitarian C
hurch   

112 St.Stephens G
reen D

ublin 2.  

Service 11.00a.m
.

 

    Sunday Services and Rota Septem
ber 2022 

4th Sept Keith Troughton  "Connect" 
Reader  Janet M

ulroy 
W

elcom
er  Frank K

elly 
Flow

ers  Frank K
elly 

Coffee  A
ndy Pollak, D

oireann N
í B

hriain 
 11th Sept. W

ill O
'Connell "H

elp Thanks W
ow" 

Reader  K
evin O

'H
ara  

W
elcom

er  M
ichael Robinson 

Flow
ers  M

áire B
acon 

Coffee  Catharine Cook, Patrick Rogers, M
adeline Stringer 

 18th  Aidan O
' D

riscoll "Love's austere and lonely offices" 
Reader  Jeanm

arie H
ill 

W
elcom

er  M
alachy H

evehan 
Flow

ers  Paula M
ills 

Coffee  M
alachy H

evehan, Paula M
ills 

 25th Tony Shine "Rosh H
ashanah" 

Reader  G
avin B

yrne 
W

elcom
er  M

ary O
'Brien 

Flow
ers  G

avin B
yrne 

Coffee  M
ichael Robinson, Patrick Rogers 

 

Services are broadcast live from the church each Sunday at 11a.m on our W
ebCam,    

click and connect at www.dublinunitarianchurch.org 

  

Lunch-tim
e m

editation service every W
ednesday from

  

1.10 to 1.40 p.m
. 
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O
ur bond of union is religious sym

pathy, 

not the declaration of a creed bound 

faith. In the love of truth and the spirit of 

C
hrist, w

e unite for the w
orship of G

od 

and the service of our fellow
s.   

Christian tradition: ‘w
e have our differences, w

e have different 
opinions, and these w

e should hold dear because they reflect our 
journey w

ith the m
ystery that is G

od…
w

e should alw
ays and m

ust 
seek a com

m
on 

ground and that com
-

m
on ground is G

od by 
w

hatever nam
e, the 

energy that lives and 
breathes in each one 
of us…

let our differ-
ences be held w

ith an 
open m

ind, an open 
heart and an open 
hand’.   

Kylem
ore is sim

ply 
beautiful. It certainly 
brought this U

nitarian 
‘deeper in touch w

ith 
nature and beauty 
w

hich speaks of the 
loving Creator of the earth and hum

ankind’. Thank you Rev Bridget 
Spain for m

aking it happen. Thank you to those from
 Cork, Dublin 

and Ballym
oney w

ho contributed m
usic and readings.  

Thank you Benedictine com
m

unity. This day w
as a first I am

 sure - 
w

here else w
ould you have had non-subscribing Presbyterians, U

ni-
tarians, Benedictines com

e together in prayer? That is a holy thing. 
W

e should do this again; to encourage and encounter each other 
m

ore. 
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“G
od is not a Christian; G

od is not a Jew
 or a M

uslim
 or a 

Hindu or a Buddhist”.  

Address by M
ike O

’Sullivan, Cork U
nitarian Church, at the visit to 

Kylem
ore Abbey, 21 August 2022 

“God is not a Christian; God is not a Jew
 or a M

uslim
 or a Hindu or a 

Buddhist”.  

The w
ords of the Anglican bishop John Shelby Spong and lest there 

be any confusion; God is not a N
onsubscriber or a U

nitarian either. 

 W
ithin the Christian fam

ily there are just over 33,000 different 
churches, it’s a huge num

ber. They range from
 the biggest and the 

m
ost universal found in alm

ost every tow
n and city to sm

all local 
churches high in the Andes m

ountains of Latin Am
erica and the vast 

plains of Africa. They range from
 the ultra-conservative to the pro-

gressive and liberal. 

 They all claim
 as the source for their belief, the W

ord of God as ex-
pressed in the Bible and the w

ords and the teachings of the m
an w

e 
know

 as Jesus. And yet there is a huge divergence of view
s on just 

about everything; because that’s the thing about religion, the expe-
rience is different for everyone. It w

as never m
eant to be the sam

e, 
culture, heritage and just the w

onderful diversity that m
akes us hu-

m
an m

eans it could never be.  

Religion expresses w
ho w

e are, it express and not alw
ays perfectly 

our understanding and our experience of and our journey w
ith that 

w
e call God, it expresses our hopes and dream

s and offers com
fort 

in tim
es of hardship and loss. It seeks to help us m

ake sense of life, 
to seek both a m

eaning and a depth. 



O
ur bond of union is religious sym

pathy, not 

the declaration of a creed bound faith. In the 

love of truth and the spirit of C
hrist, w

e unite 

for the w
orship of G

od and the service of our 

fellow
s.   
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O
ur churches in som

e w
ay reflect w

ho w
e are, our values, our ide-

als, it expresses the w
orld as w

e w
ould like it to be.  

Today, w
e are, thanks to the nuns for w

hom
 this is hom

e, gathered 
in a chapel built by a U

nitarian to honour the m
em

ory of his late 
w

ife, a chapel now
 ow

ned and in the care of an order of Rom
an 

Catholic nuns for w
hom

 this has been hom
e for past 102 years.  

Today has been for us a day of enjoym
ent, of pleasure, a day to en-

joy the breath-taking surrounds of this m
ost w

onderful abbey, a 
day to be thankful for the hospitality of our hosts, in a sense it has 
been a pilgrim

age. But it is also a day to gather in this chapel to 
w

orship God m
indful of the w

ords of John Spong. And yes, w
hatev-

er church w
e belong to, w

e have our differences, w
e have different 

opinions and these w
e should hold dear because they reflect our 

journey w
ith the m

ystery that is God. W
e do not claim

 ow
nership of 

God but be w
e Christian, Jew

, M
uslim

, Hindu or Buddhist, w
e do 

claim
 our right to express our understanding of this life’s greatest 

m
ystery.  

And yes, w
e should alw

ays and m
ust seek a com

m
on ground and 

that com
m

on ground is God by w
hatever nam

e, the energy that 
lives and breathes in each of one of us. But as w

e acknow
ledge 

w
hatever differences there m

ay be am
ong the w

orld’s religions, let 
them

 be held w
ithin an open m

ind, an open heart and  an open 
hand.  

 Am
en 

Visit to Kylem
ore Abbey, August 2022  

G
avin Byrne Dublin U

nitarian Church  

M
em

bers of our denom
ination 

from
 all over the island of Ire-

land gathered on Sunday 21st 
August in the neo-Gothic 
Church on the grounds of 
Kylem

ore Abbey. It w
as built by 

the U
nitarian, M

itchell Henry, in 
rem

em
brance of his w

ife M
ar-

garet Henry. W
e w

ere w
el-

com
ed by m

em
bers of the Ben-

edictine com
m

unity w
ho have 

called this beautiful place hom
e 

since 1920. The com
m

unity 
seek to ‘bring us deeper in 
touch w

ith nature and beauty 
w

hich speak to them
 of the lov-

ing Creator of the earth and hum
ankind’. Prayer is at the centre of Bene-

dictine life and together, w
e prayed. The final blessing of the service given 

by Rt Rev Lena Cockcroft  asked God to ‘surround us, encourage us and 
encounter us w

herever w
e go’. 

W
hen the tim

e cam
e to leave, I decided not to. I hadn’t seen all of the 

w
alled garden or the oak trees the nuns planted som

e years ago. So I 
w

alked back from
 the neo-Gothic Church to w

ander again through the 
grounds of the Abbey. O

n m
y ow

n, I w
as struck by how

 our lives are w
o-

ven together by invisible threads. W
hat is the source of this m

ysterious 
thread - for som

e it is a god, a creator or just sim
ply the air w

e all breathe. 
Rev M

ike Sullivan said in his address that there are divergences w
ithin the 


